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Orlando-based developer Heritage
Green LLC is seek val for a
new 550 million subdivision in Lake
County near Mount Dora as a green
development — with a twist,

Alex Kane, Heritage Green's vice
president of development, says the firm
18 looking to roll mandates into hom-
eowner association and builder agree-
ments that require EnergyStar appli-
ances, Florida Water Star building strat-
egies and orienting the homes so most of

windows face south, helping to
block solar gain in the summer.

Kane savs the developer also wants
custom homebuilders for the project
who use environmentally ﬁ?mndlv
construction techniques and matenals,

Heritage Green’s idea to raise the bar
on environmentally friendly homebuild-
ing standards probabl wﬂl ga.Ln more
pupulanty in the i ing
green” becomes maore uf a u?o
requirement, predicts St Cluﬁ
builder Don Wetherington.

To be sure some upfront costs for
doing so likely will 'heuﬁlgher for build-
ers and, thus, homebuyers. But eventu-
ally those hjgher costs will be viewed as
a wise investment, as energy-efficiency

and environmental consciousness
becomes more important to the general
public.

After all, if a house 1sn't “green,” it’s
going to have higher maintenance and
energy costs, savs Wetherington, owner
of Wetherington Builders Inc. and presi
dent of the Home Builders Asmclaﬂnn
of Metro Orlando.

In the future, using “green” building
standards may even become a mortgage
qualification, where finance companies
consider energy efficiency in gualifying
ratios, he adds.

The reason behind Heritage Green's
apgressive push started with a look at
listorical construction technigues, such
as maximizing nafural lighting and
breezes coming through the bulding,
Kane says. “It's the way things were
done hundreds of years ago. Things
ch.n[ré?ad and this techmlngy Was com-

lnst or forgotten. We're reintro-
uc.mg i
Heritage Green will submit permit
requests to Lake County in the next
month or so and looks to start construc-
tion within the next two months on the
community, dubbed Avington Park It
has 42 lots on 210 acres, with lot sizes

pE 1 &pg 20

from 3-5 acres and prices from

ranging
the upper $200,000s to nearly 500,000

Kane says the project already received
a low impact deFeJlnpment designation
from St. Johns River Water Management
District and plans to ap ly for Water Star

omes — which
ahnme s water use by

oors and 40 percent

certification on
involves reducs
20 percent in
outdoors.

The company also has been working
with the University of Florida's Institute
for Sustainable Energy for the last two
vears on developing more environmen-
tally sound concepts for the community.
Peirce Jones, director of the Institute’s
Program for Resource Efficient Commu-
nities, sayvs while some developers just
“greenwash” their projects — market the
developments as green without seeking
real benefits to the environment - Hen-
tage Green is making an honest effort to
do the right I]:u.ni “We think these prac-
tices are sound, but we'd like to be in a
position o E:valuate the effectivensss of
these pro
Brian éheahan Lake County planning
director, says the coun supports the
Emject. “We're interested in sustainable

evelopment and smart growth.”




